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The workshops are entrusted to guest teachers and artists, and are 
a great opportunity to exchange ideas with personalities from the 
jewellery world, which offer their point of view and suggest research 
paths that will certainly constitute a further reflection tool for your 
professional growth.

For more information on the contents and the program of each course, please 
visit www.artiorafe.it or send an email to info@artiorafe.it 

Very short courses, from 1 to 5 days long. They are taught by LAO 
teachers, technicians and assistants, the contents are purely technical 
and provide a demonstration phase by teachers and a phase of expe-
rimentation by the students. 

These courses are conducted by school’s teachers, offering the oppor-
tunity to acquire in a short period of time professional skills, and are 
suitable for people who do not have the opportunity to take longer 
courses, perhaps because they have a job, or because they attending 
other schools.



Workshops

PHILIP SAJET

Philip Sajet
“Battle for Beauty”

WORSHOPS



Philip Sajet, “Battle for Beauty”

Morpheus is the god of dreams.
And “Morf” became a word for form.
What a nice conclusion. A dream becomes Form.
First there is “Nothing” then there is “Something”. 

What fascinates me about beauty is that it borders so closely to what is perceived 
as ugly and the exciting contradiction is that if one wants to find new forms of 
beauty, one must actually tap into the source of ugliness.

Beauty takes many forms, I do not know them all. If the viewer looks longer to the 
work then creator has done to do create it, the work has won.
Then the Battle for Beauty has taken place.

Philip Sajet Artists short CV

Born in Amsterdam in 1953, decided to make jewellery on the last day of 1977 
with the falling of the first snow of that year. In 1981 I left the Rietveld Academie, 
Apprenticed by Francesco Pavan in Padova Italy. 
In 1986 I held my first solo show by Galerie Louise Smit in Amsterdam Netherlands. 
And recently my 50th by Villadebondt in Gent Belgium.
“To have the power to create a treasure, to hold in my closed hand that small, 
heavy and colourful object.To create that moment of surprise when I open my closed 
upward turned hand and show it to someone”

Course’s code
Philip Sajet

Schedule
13 - 17 July

Hours
40

Students
14

Deadline for Booking
15 June

Entry level
C

Euro Fees - VAT included
1500



The intensive courses are held by the school teaching staff. Courses have mostly 
technical contents, open to all and they are generally attended by people with 
professional commitments who cannot attend the long-term courses, and students 
from other schools. Lessons are held in Italian.

Intensive 
courses



LAO is the best place in Italy where you could learn about techniques and concepts 
of  jewellery design. The intensive Jewellery Design course is recommended both 
for beginners and students in jewellery making and design, and it is also suited for 
professional goldsmiths who want to improve their competences.
To access this course it is not necessary to have drawing skills: the whole program 
will be carried out starting from basic notions, within everyone’s reach. The use of 
watercolours for the realization of jewellery rendering is a refined technique, which 
requires time and patience, but ensures exciting results and offers future designers 
the opportunity to show their customers a realistic preview of how the object will be 
made . At the same time, we examine the technical characteristics for the design 
of different types of jewelry, such as rings, bracelets, earrings, necklaces, with and 
without stones. The last phase foresees the possibility to elaborate some project 
ideas for the future realization of coordinated sets of jewels.

Study subjects: 
technical drawing, design, rendering.

Course’s code
DI.I

Schedule
6 – 24 July

Hours
90

Students
10

Euro Fees - VAT included
1600

Deadline for Booking
31 May

Entry Level
A

intensive Jewellery Design Course



The intensive stone setting course is recommended both for beginners and students, 
but it is also suited for professional goldsmiths and stone setters who want to improve 
their competences with the newest techniques.

The lessons are held in the laboratory, and include demonstrations and exercises 
that will cover all phases of the setting of gems on metal, with the use of semifinished 
casted pieces in silver and synthetic stones, predominantly cubic zirconia of high 
quality, perfect imitation of the precious stones. Starting from relatively simple 
embedding techniques, such as the one on griffe and on bezels, you will soon 
arrive at more complex works.

Study subjects: 
Stone setting workshop, lessons and exercises with silver findings and stones.

Course’s code
IN.I

Schedule
6 – 30 July

Hours
120

Students
10

Euro Fees - VAT included
2100

Deadline for Booking
31 May

Entry Level
B

intensive Stone Setting Course



intensive Hand Engraving Course

Tuscany has always taken pride in being the centre of the refined art of engraving 
precious metal, in which the technique and the pleasure of ornamentation coexist
in the most admirable way.
The school offers two courses:

Hand-engraving on plate
This course concerns the engraving on flat plate, for the realization of decorative 
drawings, matrices for prints, objects of use (frames, boxes, etc.). The exercises will 
be done on brass and silver plates.

Hand-engraving on jewels
This course includes exercises on semi-finished casted pieces (rings, pendants, 
bracelets), in silver, which will allow you to learn a difficult and refined art, able to 
transform a simple object into a small work of art. 

The plate engraving course is open to all, while for access to the jewellery engraving 
course it is necessary to have attended at least one course on plate engraving, or 
in any case have basic skills in engraving

Course’s code
ENAV.I

Schedule
7 - 25 September

Hours
75

Students
10

Euro Fees - VAT included
1400

Deadline for Booking
31 July

Entry Level
Look at the note 

Course’s code
EN.I

Schedule
2 - 30 September

Hours
100

Students
10

Euro Fees - VAT included
1800

Deadline for Booking
31 July

Entry Level
B



COMMESSO FIORENTINO
“Learn to paint with stones in a historical workshop in Florence”

The “Commesso Fiorentino” course is organized by LAO (Jewellery School), in 
collaboration with the Florence Mosaic artisan workshop.
The course helps students to learn the technique of “painting with stones” that allows 
not only for creating valuable art product, but also and above all for laying excellent 
foundations for a possible job opportunity.
The course examines the work phases, from the preparatory drawing (sketch) to the 
engraving of the support; from the cutting and gluing of the stones to the finishing 
and polishing. The lessons include the use of workshop machinery and equipment, 
marble and semiprecious stones such as jasper, malachite, lapis lazuli, chalcedony, 
Giallo Siena, Rosso Verona, Verde Guatemala, ionic, Rosso Francia, Nero Belgio, 
Bianco Carrara, Breccia Medicea, and Nero Marquinia marble.
The course consists of 80 hours of lessons and 20 hours of self-learning.

Course’s code 
MOS.I

Schedule
2 - 30 September

Hours
100

Students
8

Euro Fees - VAT included
1900

Deadline for Booking
31 July

Entry Level
B

ENAMEL

This courses will investigate the use of fire enamel in jewellery
Practical lessons and exercises.

Sgraffito 
Plique-à-Jour
Grisaille 
Champlevé

Dry enamel
Wet enamel
Gold and silver leaf application
Cloisonné

Course’s code
SMA.I

Schedule
6 - 30 July

Hours
80

Students
10

Euro Fees - VAT included
1600

Deadline for Booking
31 May

Entry Level
B



LOST-WAX CASTING INTRODUCTIVE COURSE

Description of the Lost-wax casting process, tools and equipment.
Creation and cutting of the molds.
Creation of cold-silicone molds and cutting of the molds. 
Wax injection of the prototypes.
Wax models from 3D printers.
Construction of the wax tree and realization of the investment.
Firing of the cylinders, casting the molten metal, pulverising of the refractory material 
and cleaning treatments of the casted pieces.

Course’s code
MIC.I

Schedule
20 - 24 July or 
14-18 September

Hours
20

Students
10

Euro Fees - VAT included
400

Deadline for Booking
30 June
14 August

Entry Level
B

intensive CAD Course

The courses taught by Jasmina Carbone, a McNeel authorised teacher. 
CAD (Computer Aided Design) offers possibilities that until very recently were 
unthinkable for jewellery design, and is extremely useful not only for designers but 
also for jewellers and model-makers. The intensive course is recommended both for
beginners and advanced students in jewellery making and design, and it is also 
suited for professional goldsmiths who want to improve their competences.

Study subjects: Rhinoceros and Flamingo

Course’s code
CAD.I

Schedule
14 - 25 September 

Hours
50

Students
8

Euro Fees - VAT included
1000

Deadline for Booking
31 July

Entry Level
C



Title Hours Students Euro
 fees*

Deadline for
Booking Entry levelSchedulecourse’s 

code

1.6006 - 24 
July 90 10 A31 MayJEWELLERY

DESIGN DI.I

6 - 30 
July 120 10 2.100 B31 MaySTONE

SETTING IN.I

2 - 30 
September 100 10 1.800 B31 JulyENGRAVING 

ON PLATE EN.I

7 - 25 
September 75 1.400**ENGRAVING ON 

JEWELLERY

Look 
at the note 

below
31 July10ENAV.I

14 - 25 
September 50 1.000 C31 JulyCOMPUTER 

AIDED DESIGN
8CAD.I

COMMESSO
FIORENTINO

**Entry level (suggested)
For each course, the school suggests the level of preparation needed to achieve maximum results.
Teachers and instructors will not be able to spend extra time with students who do not have the indicated skills level.

A) Suitable by everyone  
B) Beginners: little or no experience. First and second year students. 
C)  Intermediate: if you already have skills, these courses will be useful for your next step towards a more 
               independent practice.
D)  Advanced: courses suitable only for people in possession of professional requirements or at least three-year    
              studies.

ENAV.I course: suitable for people who have already attended a basic course of engraving with burril 
(please mention in the registration form)

Intensive courses
SUMMER ACADEMY 2020

2 - 30
September 100 1.900 B31 July8MOS.I

6 - 30
July 80 1.600 B31 MayENAMEL 10SMA.I

20 – 24 
July

14 – 18 
September

20

20

400

400

B

B

30 June

14 August
LOST-WAX CASTING

10

10

MIC.I

MIC.I





Flash 
courses



Courses may be implemented during the daytime, in the evening, or during one or 
more weekends. 

The contents of the courses are purely technical and provide a demonstration phase 
by teachers and a phase of experimentation by the students.

Classes are generally held in Italian language, unless specified otherwise in the 
following schedule.
Groups of students from the same country can ask to arrange lessons in their mother 
tongue: the school will provide an interpreter at the expense of the group. 



JEWELLERY MAKING

400G.SD 4-5
September

7-8
September

SURFACE DECORATION 
Nunome Zogan, 
Married metals, Kumbu

10 - 12
September

12 hours

12 hours

18 hours

400FS.F

500CLA.F

Duration Euro
 fees*

course’s 
code

Deadline for
Booking Requirements*Schedule

Teacher: Giò Carbone

30 July

30 July

30 July

Knowledge of 
Italian or English 

language

Candidates can 
evaluate for 

themselves to 
which courses 
can access, 

based on their 
skills

COLLETS FOR STONES
Cylindrical and conical collets for 
cabochon and facetted stones, in 
different shapes

CLASPS
Create different clasps for 
brooches, bracelets and colliers

Flash course

120

200

200

200

CAD.NXT

CAD.1

CAD.2

CAD.3

7 March

Evening 
course

Evening 
course

14 and 21 
March

16 and 23 
May

6 and 13 
June

4 hours

10 hours

10 hours

10 hours

Duration Euro
 fees*

course’s 
code

Deadline for
Booking Requirements*Schedule

15 February

15 February

28 February

26 April

26 February

31 March

31 March

30 April

22 May

Knowledge of 
Italian or English 

language 

RENDERING WITH FLAMINGO NXT

INTRODUCTION TO THE 
RHINOCEROS AND 
THE FOLLOWING COMMANDS
Move, rotate, scale, copy, cut, split, 
offset, modify a curve, 
creating surfaces 

CREATION OF PIERCED/ENGRAVED 
RINGS, OR JEWELLERY WITH 
AESTHETIC MOTIFS

CREATION OF PIERCED/ENGRAVED 
RINGS, OR JEWELLERY WITH 
AESTHETIC MOTIFS

CAD
Teacher: Jasmina Carbone
McNeel’s Authorized teacher

15 May

30 May

9 May

2-6 March

23-27 March

4-8 May

25-29 May

22-26 June

20 June



JEWELLERY DESIGN 
WITH WATERCOLOR 
AND COLORED PENCIL

400RE.1 21-24
September

28-30
September

RENDERING OF FLAT, CURVED, 
ROUNDED AND IRREGULAR 
METALLIC SURFACES

24 hours

15 hours 300RE.2

Duration Euro
 fees*

course’s 
code

Deadline for
Booking Requirements*Schedule

Teacher: Sofia Garuti

31 August

31 August

Knowledge of 
Italian or English 

language

RENDERING OF FACETED STONES

300EN.1

EN.2

20-22
July

27-29
July

INTRODUCTRORY 
BASIC COURSE

15 hours

15 hours 300

Duration Euro
 fees*

course’s 
code

Deadline for
Booking Requirements*Schedule

HAND-ENGRAVING 
ON PLATE
Teacher: Marla Desii

30 June

30 June
Knowledge of 

Italian or English 
language

Knowledge of 
hand-engraving 

is required

ENGRAVED TEXTURE
Application of the ancient technique 
on contemporary designs

280INPR1.F

INBS.F

INSG.F

INSGR.F

21-22
September

23-24
September

25-26
September

28-29
September

PRONG SETTING
(Solitaire or trilogy)

12 hours

12 hours

12 hours

12 hours

280

280

280

Duration Euro
 fees*

course’s 
code

Deadline for
Booking Requirements*ScheduleSTONE SETTING

Teacher: Francesco Pinzauti

31 August

31 August

31 August

31 August
Knowledge of 

Italian or English 
language

A basic 
background 

knowledge of 
stone setting
is required

BASIC COURSE FOR DIFFERENT 
SHAPES BEZEL SETTING

FLUSH SETTING

FISHTAIL



Consumable materials 
and tools for personal use
The school provides the necessary materials to the course, included in the course’s 
fee (excluding gold, platinum, palladium and precious stones: the school provides 
silver and other non-precious metals, and natural and synthetic stones).
The materials will be specified each time, based on the contents of the course.

Tools for personal use are brought by the participants, who can take them or buy 
them in town.
Alternatively, the school can provide a personal kit, upon payment of a security 
deposit, which is refunded at the end of the lessons, after the return of the complete 
kit. Lost or damaged tools will be reimbursed to the school.

Admission requirements
Candidates evaluate independently which courses they can access, based on their 
skills. The instructors will not be able to fill the technical gaps of the participants, and 
will only take care of the topics provided for the individual courses.
Knowledge of Italian or English is required. 



Enrolment

To book the course(s), students must
1. Fill out the on-line enrolment-form; Please, register separately for each course.
2. Send a copy of “proof of the Enrolment fee payment”, by e-mail to the school  
    secretary.

Enrolment fee
(first instalment)
The candidate must pay 50% of the total amount at the time of enrolment.
Enrolment is complete only after proof of first payment is received. 

Registration for two or more courses: please, pay in full the registration fee for the 
chosen courses (50% of the fee for each course). The secretariat will make a 5% 
discount on the second course, and 10% on the third course, when the balance 
will be paid.

Discounts reserved for present and former LAO students:
- Intensive courses: 10% discount;

Following Payment (balance of  course’s fees):
The balance of 50% must be paid by the first week of the Intensive Courses as per 
the school secretary’s instruction.

Note on discounts for students and alumni. 
To register you must pay 50% of the whole fees. The discount on the total cost will 
be made at the time of the payment of the fees’ balance.



Cancellation Policy
In order to receive the 50% reimbursement, a registered letter must be received by 
the school office 30 days prior to the beginning of the course. Bank or postal fees 
are not included in reimbursement.
No refunds will be given without 30 day notice.

Cancellation by the school or teacher.
In case of cancellation, the school will immediately refund the amount paid, at no 
cost for the students. 
In the documentation to be sent to the secretariat, please also include your bank 
details.

Payments
Payments may be done on-line (PayPal Sicure System) or by bank transfer as follow:

LAO srl
Banco Popolare (Name of the bank)
Piazza Davanzati, 50123 Firenze (Address of the bank)
IBAN: IT 67 B 05034 02801 000000 136267
SWIFT: BAPPIT22











LAO srl
Le Arti Orafe

Contemporary Jewellery School

Via dei Serragli, 104-124
50124 Firenze / Florence (Italy)

+39 055 22 80 131
info@artiorafe.it

www.artiorafe.it / www.preziosa.org



LAO jewellery school, since 1985, florence

an educational project

www.artiorafe.it / www.preziosa.org


